Field observations on the epidemiology of abomasal parasites in young sheep during winter and spring.
A flock of spring born lambs was continuously exposed to natural parasite infection from birth until selected for slaughter in groups of two or three, at monthly intervals throughout winter and spring for abomasal worm counts. Meteorological data were recorded and regular estimates of infective pasture larval availability were made. Parasite population changes and inhibition patterns for Ostertagia spp, Haemonchus contortus and Trichostrongylus axei were recorded. Ostertagia spp were found to survive well both on the pasture and within the host, principally as arrested larvae. H contortus overwintered almost entirely in the host in the inhibited form and T axei overwintered mainly in the host, but in the adult stage.